
First Folio 1623:
Ben Jonson’s

hidden tribute? to
Edward de Vere

ver had

“ver” = 

Edward
de Vere

“B.I.” = B.J. 
= Ben Jonson,
who loved to
 write crypto-

graphically
his wit

ver writ
his Booke.

“gentle” in the sense of 
gentleman i.e. nobleman

i.e. de Vere, not Shakspere
who was a commoner

“figure” in 
the sense
of illusion

“cut” in      
the sense     

 of artifice,     
card 

playing 

“for” in the 
sense of
standing

in for

note the double         
neckline    

which could   
signify 
a mask

 it’s odd there’s no coat-of-arms,
traditional in portraits of that era

And then in the preface poem, 
Jonson’s praise of the “Sweet 
Swan of Avon”, seeming to 
point to Stratford-upon-Avon, 
appears to have been a sly 
misdirection...because “Avon” 
had also traditionally referred 
to Hampton Court Palace on
the Thames, the royal venue 
where many of Oxford’s
plays received their first 
performances...not in
public theaters such
as the Globe.
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In the frontispiece:


